University of Northern Iowa

UNI ScholarWorks
Documents - Faculty Senate

Faculty Senate

11-13-1978

University of Northern Iowa Faculty Senate Meeting Minutes,
November 13, 1978
University of Northern Iowa. Faculty Senate.

Let us know how access to this document benefits you
Copyright ©1978 Faculty Senate, University of Northern Iowa
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.uni.edu/facsenate_documents
Part of the Higher Education Commons

Recommended Citation
University of Northern Iowa. Faculty Senate., "University of Northern Iowa Faculty Senate Meeting
Minutes, November 13, 1978" (1978). Documents - Faculty Senate. 292.
https://scholarworks.uni.edu/facsenate_documents/292

This Minutes is brought to you for free and open access by the Faculty Senate at UNI ScholarWorks. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Documents - Faculty Senate by an authorized administrator of UNI ScholarWorks. For
more information, please contact scholarworks@uni.edu.

Ge~ald

L.

Pete~son

Library

SENATE MINUTES
November 13, 1978
1241

1.

Copy of the approved Statement of Mission which will be presented
to the Board of Regents by Vice President Martin.

2.

Remarks by Vice President Martin.

CALENDAR
3.

239 Proposal for Establishment of the School of Health, Physical
Education, and Recreation (Dean Nitzschke, 11/7/78). Docketed
because of special circumstances as the first order of business
at the 11/27/78 Senate meeting. Docket 192.

OLD/NEW BUSINESS
4.

Remarks by Chairperson Harrington.

DOCKET
5.

233 188 Proposal for Establishment of a University College
(report on Interdisciplinary Studies, 5/9/78). (See Senate
Minutes #1236.) Approved motion that the Faculty Senate endorse
the principle of interdisciplinary studies. Approved motion to
reactivate the Interdisciplinary Studies Committee.

6.

234 189 Proposal for Mathematical Skills Competency Requirement
at UNI (CNS Senate, 5/10/78). Approved motion supporting the
concept of a mathematical skills competency requirement at UNI.
Approved motion establishing a committee which is to be charged
with initiating a pilot project.

The University Faculty Senate met at 3:03p.m. November 13, 1978 in the
Board Room, Chairperson Harrington presiding.
Present:

Crawford, Gillette, Gish, Glenn, Harrington, G. A. Hovet,
Metcalfe, Schurrer, Schwarzenbach, D. Smith, Thomson,
Wiederanders, Wood (ex officio).

Alternates:

LaRue for Bra, Fortgang for Brown, Hermansen for Hendrickson,
Konig for M. B. Smith, Bumpass for Strein.

Absent:

None.

Members of the press were requested to identify themselves. Jeff Moravec,
Cedar Falls Record, Julie Bowman, Northern Iowan, and Kevin Milroy, Waterloo
Courier, were in attendance.
1.

The following is a copy of the approved Statement of Mission which
will be presented to the Board of Regents by Vice President Martin.
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Rev: 10/13/78

UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN IOWA
LONG RANGE PLANNING REPORT
II. STATEMENT OF MISSION
The University of Northern Iowa at Cedar Falls is
recognized as having a mission of sufficient scope to enable
it to be a distinguished arts and sciences university with
an outstanding teacher education program.

It provides

leadership in the development of programs for the pre-service
and in-service preparation of teachers and other ' educational
personnel for schools, colleges and universities.

The insti-

tution offers undergraduate and graduate programs and degrees
in the liberal and practical arts and sciences, including
selected areas of technology.

It offers pre-professional

programs and conducts research and extension programs to
strengthen the educational, social, cultural, and economic
development of Iowa and the larger community.

Evolution

from a state college to a university entailed a broadening
of offerings, development of more specialized undergraduate
and graduate programs, and greater emphasis on research and
public professional services.
It is imperative that the quality of the University's
instruction be maintained and enhanced through increasingly
s~rong
'·.

emphasis on:

1) general or liberal education as the

most essential ingredient for the undergraduate student,
2) the central importance and complementary relationship
of teaching and research, 3) enrichment of instruction

'
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through extensive clinical, laboratory and field experiences,
and independent study, and 4) development of the life of the
University community itself as an effective educational force.
In order to serve students of all ages and to be responsive
to their needs and preferences and to the needs of society,
it is imperative that the University offer a variety of programs in such areas as liberal arts, arts, business, social
work, and technology.

It will offer no major programs in agri-

culture, architecture, dentistry, engineering, forestry, hospital administration, law, pharmacy, medicine, or veterinary medicine.
In the area of teacher preparation the University must
remain at the forefront of developments in the field of
education and be prepared to offer instruction in new areas
required by society.

However, UNI should be more than

merely responsive to changing needs and interests of its

,

students and society.

It must provide leadership in educa-

tional innovations, programs, and research.
Future programs will be determined by the continuing
study of existing programs and of developing needs.

Programs

will be curtailed or eliminated when the assessment of need
and resources indicates that resources could better be
devoted to other programs.

The University approaches the

. addition of new programs with considerable caution.

Generally,

new programs are fashioned out of existing programs in response
to developing needs.

However, if the University is to remain

vital, it must consider at the appropriate time the development
of some new programs that fall within its general mission and
meet the new needs of students and of society.
-4-

2.

Dr. Martin rose and introduced to the Senate a distinguished guest
of the University. In attendance was Dr. Kala Stroup, Vice President
for Academic Affairs at Emporia State University, Emporia, Kansas.
Dr. Martin informed the Senate that an amendment to the Social
Security Act eliminates the provisions for manadatory retirement.
He stated that the university would present a proposal to the Board
of Regents at its November meeting that would recommend a change in
university mandatory retirement age requirements from 68 to 70
which would bring UNI in line to policies at the other two Regents
universities and to current federal regulations. Dr. Martin informed
the Senate that Governor Ray has suggested the elimination of a
mandatory age retirement requirement but that the governor has not
presented any bill to the legislature to that effect. Dr. Martin
also indicated that there are on going institutional and interinstitutional committees studying the entire area of retirement and
related policies.

CALENDAR
3.

239 Proposal for Establishment of the School of Health, Physical
Education, and Recreation. (Dean Nitzschke, 11/7/78).
Senator Crawford spoke to the urgency of Senate consideration of
this proposal. She indicated that it was important to get this
proposal to the Board of Regents for their consent so that the
University could commence to advertise to fill a position vacancy.
Crawford moved, Schwarzenbach seconded, to docket because of
special circumstances as the first order of business at the 11/27/78
Senate meeting.
Senator Schwarzenbach spoke in favor of the motion pointing out
problems that currently exist with hiring and the lack of organizational clarity. He indicated the departments would like to start
the search to fill the position vacancy within the next 30 days.
Motion passed.

Docket 192.

OLD/NEW BUSINESS
4.

Chairperson Harrington indicated because of this action she felt
that the University community should be made aware of the change
of the agenda for the November 27 meeting. She indicated that a
one sheet mailing probably would be sent to notify the University
community of this change in agenda.
Chairperson Harrington called for all the members of the Senate,
who have not done so already, to get to the Secretary the name
of the person who will serve as the Senator's alternate. Once
all of the names have been received, the Secretary will publish
a list of the Senators and their alternates.
-5-

Chairperson Harrington introduced to the Faculty Senate the newly
appointed UNISA Vice President for Academic Affairs, Mr. Bruce
Wedeking.
DOCKET
5.

233 188 Pro osal for the Establishment of a University College
(report on Interdisciplinary Studies, 5 9/78). (See Senate Minutes
#1236.)
Chairperson Harrington told the Senate that if the Senate was not
ready for closure by 4:00 on this matter that she would then ask
that the proposal be tabled so that the Senate could discuss the
Mathematical Skills Competency Requirement Proposal. She indicated
that several people had been invited by her to be in attendance
to discuss that proposal. She indicated that this statement was
in no way an attempt to kill discussion >On this matter but to move
the Senate to closure.
The following motion which had been tabled by the Faculty Senate
at its October 9 meeting was before the Senate. Daryl Smith moved,
Schurrer seconded, "that the Chair appoint a committee to develop
and implement symposia to discuss major issues related to the
Interdisciplinary Committee's proposal. The Committee will present
a similar report of recommendations regarding Interdisciplinary
Committee proposal no later than September 15, 1979." (See Senate
Minutes #1239.)
Senator Daryl Smith recommended that the Senate either leave his
motion on the table or bring it off and defeat it.
Senator Daryl Smith moved, Konig seconded, to remove the motion
from the table. Motion passed.
Senator Daryl Smith moved, Crawford seconded, to substitute the
motion with: "The Faculty Senate endorses the principle of interdisciplinary studies at UNI."
Daryl Smith indicated that he felt the Senate should endorse the
concept but that he also felt the entire matter needed further
hearings and discussions.
Senator Metcalfe inquired if an affirmative vote on this motion
implied that the Senate was endorsing the concept of a university
college. Daryl Smith responded by indicating that this was not the
intent of his motion.
Professor Loree Rackstraw rose and addressed the Senate. She
indicated that submission of the proposal was a call by the
committee for direction. The proposal also calls for an endorsement of the principle of interdisciplinary studies and asks for
direction on how to implement the ideas in seeking the NEH grant.
Senator Crawford spoke in favor of the motion. She stated that if
the Senate does form another committee it is important that the
committee consider what is the best structure within this university.
-6-

Chairperson Harrington asked for someone from the College of Business
and Behavioral Sciences to speak on this motion since that College
had acted on the proposal before the Senate.
Dr. Donald Whitnah rose and addressed the Senate. He said he
believed that he and his colleagues favored the idea of interdisciplinary studies but do not favor another layer of administrative
structure. He spoke in favor of this motion and the grant idea
designed at creating a new proposal.
Senator Konig indicated that he felt the feelings in the College
of Humanities and Fine Arts was similar to that in the College of
Business and Behavioral Sciences particularly concerning the
administrative structure. He suggested that one approach is to
look at successful programs on campus now with the idea of perhaps
beefing them up with new interdisciplinary studies programs thereby
eliminating the creation of another whole system.
Dean McCollum rose and addressed the Senate. He indicated that
from his college's current dealings with interdisciplinary programs
it is important for whatever group had studies in interdisciplinary
studies to be given a mandate as to the ways in which financial
support, load recognition, supply and equipment support, endorsement, and recognition are awarded to those faculty members involved
in the interdisciplinary work.
Senator Fortgang asked if the committee had considered working
within the existing framework of individual studies.
Professor Rackstraw stated that the resources of the individual
studies are currently being monopolized by the Bachelor of Liberal
Studies degree. She continued by stating that this concept does
not handle the areas raised by Dean McCollum while the committee's
does speak to these areas.
Dr. Whitnah indicated that the College of Business and Behavioral
Sciences does not support putting interdisciplinary and individual
studies together since they are different and should remain
separate entities.
Question on the motion was called.
Substitute motion passed.

Motion to substitute passed.

Daryl Smith moved, Konig seconded, for the Chair to reactivate the
Interdisciplinary Studies Committee which is to include representatives of all colleges and to charge the committee to:
1.

seek funds for consultative services;

2.

provide for a wide forum of discussion of key issues;

3.

consider appropriate administrative structure.

-7-

Questions were raised too if the committee was currently inactive.
Professor Rackstraw responded that the Committee is not dead but
is currently inactive. She stated that the committee was initiated
by the Academic Master Plan Committee which provided for the election
of two members from each college and provided that the committee
report to the Faculty Senate.
Chairperson Harrington inquired of Dr. Martin if he felt it was
appropriate for the Senate to appoint members to this committee.
Dr. Martin responded by stating that the Academic Master Plan
Committee would be in the Senate's debt if the Senate chose to do
so.
Senator G. A. Hovet inquired if Item 3 of the motion was asking
the committee to do something that they have already completed.
Professor Rackstraw indicated that she felt the committee knows
the concerns the Senate and others have for the hierarchy and are
aware of the need for administrative leadership for interdisciplinary studies and asked the Senate for direction.
Vice Chairperson Tarr expressed the belief that the consultative
services and hearings will provide the committee with the direction
it seeks.
Professor Rackstraw inquired as to what the Senate had in mind
when it indicated a wider forum. She indicated that the committee
had thought of outside speakers and thought that perhaps this
idea could be satisfied through the use of consultants.
Chairperson Harrington indicated that the Committee is charged to
cover these points but the manner in which they do so is left up
to the committee.
Senator Wiederanders spoke to the need to understand the administrative criteria of publication, research, and service in relationship to interdisciplinary work. He asked how the university would
recognize the people involved in interdisciplinary study in relationship to the publication, research, and service criteria.
Senator Metcalfe indicated he felt such conversations were irrelevant
at this time.
Senator Schwarzenbach indicated that he felt the forum would
eliminate many of the philosophic questions involved. He urged
the committee to identify and leave flexible the administrative
structure where it fits. He stated that once these areas are
definite many of the questions will be answered.
Senator Metcalfe inquired as to how the committee would be reconstituted.
-8-

Chairperson Harrington indicated that since two from each college
were originally appointed by the Academic Master Plan Committee
this would probably be her intention for appointing likewise. She
indicated that she would consult with Professor Rackstraw.
Senator D. Smith indicated that he did not want membership of the
committee left just to colleges but opened to all interested people.
Senator Schwarzenbach inquired if the committee felt that student
input was appropriate at this level.
Professor Rackstraw indicated that students had previously been
invited to attend but have not. She indicated that they were
welcome to participate.
Vice President Martin indicated the forum would be a clearing house
for ideas. He indicated that the committee could then screen and
clear the ideas presented. He stated one way that recognition
could be granted to faculty members was through the vehicle of
joint appointments. He stated he felt that interdisciplinary
teaching leads to research and perhaps into service.
Question on the motion was called.
6.

Motion passed.

234 189 Proposal for Mathematical Skills Competency Requirement
at UNI (CNS Senate, 5/10/78).
The Senate had before it the following documents:

-9-

10 May 1978
TO:

Judith.Harrington, Chairperson

FROM:

College of Natural Sciences Senate.

RE:

Mathematical Skills Competency
Attached is a proposal for Mathematical Skills Competency
at the University of Northern Iowa approved by the College
of Natural Sciences Senate.

The CNS Senate would like the

University Senate to act upon it as soon as it is possible.

-10-

A PROPOSAL FOR MATHEMATICAL SKILLS COMPETENCY
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN IOWA
I.

Introduction
Those of us who teach technical and science courses at UNI have
had an increasing awareness of the declining level of mathematical
skills of certain of our students. These basic mathematics skills
are necessary for effective functioning in today's complex
society. The figuring of personal taxes and budget, the easy
access to and use of electronic calculators, effective decisions
on environmental and energy issues, and economically efficient
consumerism and purchasing are only a few things which illustrate
necessity of mathematics skills in everyday life. Certainly
there is a use for mathematics in college courses. The career
areas which our students are emphasizing are often oriented toward
a mathematical basis: science, business, technology, and teaching.
At a tim~ when electronic calculators are becoming generally
available, and we might expect college students to improve their
performance in mathematics, we actually are seeing a decline.
Over the past four years, the number of entering freshmen students
with a score of ten or less on the mathematics section of the ACT
exam has gone from 53 to 156. The mean (average) score has gone
from 21.7 to 20.3 on this part of the exam. This year (1977),
eleven people scored under three on the math part of the ACT exam
--NONE of the other subject areas had ANYONE score this low.
On the ACT exam form, 44% of our incoming fresnmen (1977) expressed a need for help in mathematics; only 28% expressed a need
for writing help.
In today's society, there is a need for basic skills in mathematics, and some of our students are not prepared to handle this.
We must provide a means of identifying these students and give
them an incentive to seek out the help they need. At present, a
student may never realize his deficiency and would not take steps
to correct it; thus he would graduate from college without being
prepared for life.

II.

Proposal
It is proposed that a mathematics skills requirement be established.
A.

Implementation
It is proposed that a committee be established by the Dean
of CNS to
1. prepare, administer, and evaluate a mathematical skills
examination.
2. recommend revisions of the examination as necessary.
3. recommend revisions of the standards as necessary.
4. recommend other changes as appropriate.
The committee shall be established by the Dean of CNS and
-11-

-2shall consist of three members from CNS, each member from a
different department, two· faculty not from CNS, and one
member from the administration who will act as an advisor.
The committee will report to the College of Natural Sciences
Senate.
B.

Pilot Study
The committee will be charged with preparing a pilot study
which will study the following impacts of .the proposed
standards:
1.
2.
3.
4.

What shall be the content of the exam?
How many students will take the exam?
How many will pass the exam the first time?
What remedial experiences should be provided and by whom?·

The results of this study and recommendations shall be reported to and approved by the College of Natural Sciences Senate
before implementation of the mathematics skills competency
requirement. The pilot project will be initiated during the
Fall Semester 1978.
III;

Recommendations
It is recommended that the following be considered as the initial
guidelines for establishing the mathematics requirements •

.

Satisfying the Requirement - Either of the following would demonstrate skills in mathematics on the part of the student:
A. Scoring of 23 or higher on the mathematics part of the ACT
exam.
B. Passing the exam described in the following section.
The Mathematics Skills Competency Exam - The exam will have five
parts:
A.

Arithmetic--four problems from each of the following topics:
(a) integer arithmetic, (b) fractions, (c) ratios and
proportions, (d) decimals and, (e) simple and compound interest.

B.

Algebra--four problems each from the following topics:
(a) expressions, (b) operations, (c) simple products,
(d) linear equations, (e) quadratic equations, and
(f) simultaneous equations •.

C •.

Powers--four problems each from the following topics:
(a) exponents, (b) radicals, and (c) logarithms.

D.

Graphs--four problems each from the following topics:
(a) reading and interpreting graphs, and (b) constructing
simple graphs and charts.
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..

.

.
·3E.

Miscellaneous--four pr ·. , :lems each from the following topics:
(a) mean and median, (b ) metric units and conversion,
(c) simple trigonometry, and (d) elementary statistical data.

The answer to each question will be supplied by the student--no
partial credit will be given. In order to prove competence a
student must correctly answer 75% of the questions on the exam.
The exam would be returned to the student for diagnostic purposes.
The exam will be given within the first four weeks of each
semester. It may also be given at other times deemed appropriate
such as during Summer Registration and New Student Orientation
periods.
IV.

Conclusions
The Mathematical Skills Competency Requirement is intended to
make a student aware of a deficiency in his mathematics background.
It will provide an incentive for the student to work on this
deficiency, and to improve his mathematics skills. It will insure
that UNI graduates will have the skills necessary for their lives
and their careers.

-13-

Metcalfe moved, Schurrer seconded, that the Senate move into a
committee of the whole. Motion passed.
Chairperson Harrington indicated that the proposal originated with
Professor Andy Odell and was submitted to and approved by the College
of Natural Sciences and was then voted to the University Senate
for its consideration. She stated that the proposal asks for the
establishment of a committee and a pilot project which would be
instituted immediately.
Professor Odell rose and addressed the Senate. He stated that he
started working on this project two years ago and that is why the
initiation date of the pilot program is set for the Fall semester
1978. He pointed out to the Senate that the University catalog
lists suggested admission requirements for entering freshmen
students of 2~ years of high school mathematics. He informed the
Senate that on the ACT self-assessment section there is a place
for students to indicate their desire for assistance in both
writing and mathematical skills. He indicated that in 1977 28%
of the students indicated that they needed help in writing and
44% indicated that they needed help in mathematical skills.
He quoted from an alumni paper from the University of Iowa which
spoke to math skills stating that "math is a critical filter to
many occupations." He stated that a minimum math ability is needed
for all college graduates.
Dr. David Duncan, Head of the Department of Mathematics, rose and
addressed the Senate. He stated that certain math skills are
essential for every college student. He stated that every college
student should have minimum skills in the areas of arithmetic and
algebraic areas. He stated that an increasing number of students
enrolled in his department do not have these basic skills. Dr.
Duncan proposed three alternatives to the situation of a student
taking the mathematics exam and failing it.
1.

Compose a minimum skills examination and if the student does
not pass the examination, the student should not be admitted
to the university.

2.

Admit the student to the university and then provide the
student with time to acquire such skills without direct
university assistance. This places the responsibility for
gaining this knowledge directly upon the student.

3.

For the university to provide some assistance for the students
to meet the requirements.

He spoke to the question of which courses currently offered would
enable the student to gain these skills. He stated that the exam
currently written is at the level of understanding of the 80:040
"Basic Collegiate Math" course which requires exposure previously
to algebra. He stated that the student could enter that course
-14-

but if the student did not have that skill level the student could
enroll in 80:020 "Mathematics for General Education." He stated
that this was not a totally desirable option since the mathematics
for general education course deals with the broad survey of mathematical concepts. He stated that that course is not really
appropriate to help a student build mathematic skill from a zero
base. He stated that the Mathematics Department does not currently
offer a course which would enable the student to start from the
beginning and that department does not have the resources to develop
courses in Algebra I or arithmetic. He stated that there were two
things that were vital for the committee to examine:
1.

Is the level of the current examination appropriate or may
it have too high an expectation?

2.

Look into the appropriateness of the university offering
remedial work.

Dean McCollum pointed out that the motion speaks only to the
establishment of a committee and the pilot study. He pointed out
that the College of Natural Sciences did not feel that the Dean
needed to appoint the committee or for the committee to report to
the College.
Senator G. A. Hovet pointed out that on the second page of the
proposal it is proposed that "a mathematics skill requirement be
established."
Chairperson Harrington suggested that the Senate ignore that
statement and look to the establishment of the committee.
Senator Metcalfe inquired as to what is the median score in
mathematics on the ACT examination for UNI students.
Professor Odell indicated that of the 1600 students entering the
university in 1977, the mean score was 20.6. He pointed out that
the mean score in mathematics for students entering the university
in 1974 was 22.
Senator Wiederanders asked if all colleges felt the enthusiasm
that the College of Natural Sciences feels for this mathematics
skills requirement. He asked if the College of Humanities and
Fine Arts was as enthusiastic, and he inquired if such a requirement was appropriate for all students.
Senator Schurrer responded by stating that depends on the level
of expectation by the University of all its college students.
Senator Daryl Smith asked if a much larger question was involved.
He stated that it may be appropriate for the university to expect
competency in abstract reasoning by its students. He asked if the
Senate felt that the committee should have a larger role in determining what competency requirements are expected by the university
of its students.
-15-

Vice President
members of the
responsibility
assistants may

Martin expressed the realization that the full-time
mathematics department could not discharge this
by themselves. He indicated that the use of graduate
be one way of discharging this responsibility.

Professor Duncan responded by indicating that the Department makes
use of its graduate assistants now in the courses currently being
offered by the Department.
Professor Gene Lutz rose and addressed the Senate. He stated his
belief in the value of the mathematical skills requirement. He
said the state of practicality of implementation of such a requirement should not deter the University from the goal, and that the
University should accept the responsibility of option three presented
by Dr. Duncan. He continued by stating that he felt the committee
should be representative of the University. He stated that perhaps
.the University should consider a staggered level of expectation of
its students by taking them from currently nothing to a minimum
level and eventually to the level we would like to see them possess.
Senator Konig expressed the belief that the College of Humanities
and Fine Arts would have mixed feelings concerning the institution
of the mathematics competency requirement. He stated that perhaps
the collegiate approach to the mathematics competency would be
better than the all-university approach.
Senator Gish expressed that the wider problem is competency
general. He stated that the University must see the impact
the writing skills competency requirement as well as math.
said that the University should look at the Learning Skills
and the whole problem of reading, writing, and mathematics.

in
from
He
Center

Professor Odell responded to Senator Konig indicating that the
collegiate approach is what is currently being done under the
system of prerequisites. He stated that the level of competency
should be applicable to all students.
Senator LaRue said it is hard to oppose the idea of a mathematical
skills competency requirement. He stated that the major question
is financing and that perhaps the pilot project would provide the
answer.
Senator Crawford voiced her opposition to the sexist language used
in the document submitted by the College of Natural Sciences. She
stated the hope that the document returned by the committee would
eliminate such language.
Vice Chairperson Tarr indicated he supports the idea but felt that
the report of the committee should come back to the Faculty Senate
rather than to just the Senate of the College of Natural Sciences.
Senator Wiederanders wondered if there was a mid-point between the
desires of the College of Natural Sciences and the departments.
He wondered if courses currently offered for general education
-16-

could be identified to indicate which ones needed mathematical
skills. He stated that this would allow students to choose the
appropriate courses commensurate with their abilities and eliminate
the instructors from having to provide remedial coursework for
ill-prepared students. He stated this would allow students to
opt out of the courses which would require the mathematics skills.
Senator Fortgang expressed belief that this line of thought does
not require enough and expressed a belief that math thinking is
required in all types of thinking. He stated that the University
must look at the broad question of competency requirements.
Senator Schurrer spoke to the concept of the level of access. She
stated the University should look at setting the levels of math
skills to be completed at the high school level.
Senator Crawford pointed out that what the university is getting
at is the "generally educated person."
Professor Carl Wehner rose and addressed the Senate. He stated
that the University should not be teaching high school level courses.
He stated he believed the University needed entrance requirements
and examinations, and if those are not provided the University
needs to guarantee that we will educate students with the idea of
eliminating their deficiencies. He urged the Senate to approve and
appoint a committee to determine the needs and levels of competence.
Crawford moved, Fortgang seconded, for the Senate to rise from
the committee of the whole. Motion passed.
Schurrer moved, and it was seconded, that the University Senate
approve that a mathematics skills requirement be established.
That a committee be established by the Dean of the College of
Natural Sciences and should consist of three members from the
College of Natural Sciences, each member from a different department, two faculty not from CNS, and one member from the administration who will act as an advisor. The committee will report to the
University Senate. The committee will be charged with preparing
a pilot study which will study the following impacts of the proposed
standards:
1.

What shall be the content of the exam?

2.

How many students will take the exam?

3.

How many will pass the exam the first time?

4.

What remedial experiences should be provided and by whom?

The results of this study and recommendations shall be reported
to and approved by the University Faculty Senate. The pilot project
will be initiated during the Spring semester 1979.

-17-

Senator Konig expressed belief that he felt the Senate was getting
the cart before the horse. He suggested the Senate reserve judgment till the pilot program reports back to the Senate.
Senator Konig moved, Schurrer seconded, to amend by striking the
endorsement of the establishment of a mathematical skills competency
requirement.
Senator Crawford expressed the belief that the Senate needs to say
if it favors the competency requirement or not.
Senator G. A. Hovet said to endorse is premature without a needs
analysis.
Senator Schwarzenbach
an in-house committee
representation of the
Senate should support

stated that the committee should not be simply
and that it needs to be opened up to a broader
entire University. He stated he felt the
the concept and initiate the pilot program.

Senators Konig and Schurrer agreed to withdraw their amendment in
favor of the ideas expressed by Senator Schwarzenbach.
Senator Crawford voiced the belief that the question should be
split.
Schwarzenbach moved, Crawford seconded, that the Senate support
the concept of a mathematical skills competency requirement at the
University of Northern Iowa. Motion passed.
Senator Metcalfe expressed the belief that it was unwise to
dominate the committee with people from the College of Natural
Sciences and expressed the belief that the committee should be
opened up to all colleges of the university.
Metcalfe moved, and it was seconded, to amend the motion to strike
"two faculty not from CNS" and to insert "one faculty member from
each of the other undergraduate colleges." Motion passed.
Gish moved, Fortgang seconded, to amend point four to add that
"moreover, insofar as they can be determined, what are the combined
staffing priorities of the proposed math and actual writing
competency requirements and, more pointedly, what is the role of
the Learning Skills Center in dealing with any and all diagnosed
incompetencies?"
Senator Gish spoke to his motion by indicating that point four
was more relevant to the Learning Skills Center. He expressed the
belief that there needs to be some give and take in the interrelationships of the departments and the University and to get a
pilot study to look at the whole area of incompetencies.
Senator Metcalfe expressed the belief that staff impact is germane
to the proposal .
-18-

Senator Crawford asked what impact are we trying to ascertain.
Senator Gish responded by stating financial and staffing.
Dean McCollum expressed the belief that the first four charges
of the pilot program are enough without additional responsibility.
Professor Paul Rider expressed the belief that perhaps this charge
was too much for the committee to handle.
Dean McCollum indicated he did not object to the question of the
impact of the mathematics requirement but did object to the alluniversity competency question raised by the amendment.
Senator Gish inquired if this question is not addressed now by
this committee then when would it be done and by whom.
Senator Schurrer expressed the belief she did not see that the
LSC question should be put on the shoulders of this committee.
Chairperson of the Faculty Wood indicated that the point raised
by Senator Gish would have to be addressed sooner or later.
Senator Fortgang indicated that this was an important question and
should be addressed before the Senate is presented with the next
competency requirement proposal. He inquired if the Senate felt
it could appoint a parallel committee - to study the entire competency
requirement issue.
Chairperson Harrington indicated that there were other vehicles
which could address themselves to these issues and encouraged
the Senate voice their concern and to relay that concern to these
other organizations.
Senator Crawford voiced her opposition to the amendment and stated
that she would prefer the Senate to look into the appointment of
another committee.
Senator Gish clarified his amendment saying that it was just asking
for an identification of the role of the LSC and the implementation
of the math skills competency requirement.
Registrar Leahy suggested that another way to look at the mathematical
skills competency requirement was to address it from the aspect of
admissions requirements. He suggested that such an inquiry might
be requested of the Committee on Admission and Retention.
Question on the amendment was called.

Amendment failed.

Vice Chairperson Tarr moved, Schurrer seconded, to remove from the
motion the references to the Dean of the College of Natural Sciences
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and to replace those sections with the Chairperson of the Faculty
Senate. Motion passed. Question on the motion as amended was
called for. Motion passed.
Motion to adjourn was made and seconded.

Motion passed.

The Senate adjourned at 5:21p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Philip L. Patton, Secretary
These minutes shall stand approved as published unless corrections or
protests are filed with the Secretary of the Senate within two weeks
of this date, Tuesday, November 21, 1978.
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